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Welcome to the first newsletter for the
proposed Cahermurphy West project.

Joint venture partners MCRE Windfarm

Ltd and FuturEnergy Ireland have been
actively exploring a wind farm development
opportunity in the Cahermurphy area since
early 2018.

A status update letter was distributed in May 2023
informing the community that the developers
had lodged a judicial review application against
the decision of An Bord Pleandla (ABP) regarding
its recent planning refusal on the proposed
Cahermurphy Il Wind Farm.

The judicial review was successful and the
project was remitted back to ABP. Until a
decision has been reached by ABP we cannot
comment further on this project while planning
proceedings are active. However, we will be
back in contact to advise the community as
soon as there is an update.

While we believe Cahermurphy I, the 10-turbine
submission currently with ABP, is a robust
project, there is a risk that it may be refused.

To offset this risk, we are preparing a second
planning application based on the same site
location, one which is equally robust but with a
slightly different design, an 8-turbine layout.
This redesign takes into account advances in
technology, grid availability and a more efficient
layout on the site. Fewer turbines will require less
road infrastructure and will have a lower impact
on the overall environment.

In the event that both wind farm proposals
receive planning permission, the joint venture
company Cahermurphy Renewables DAC,

in which MCRE and FuturEnergy Ireland are
shareholders, will only construct one project on
the site, a stipulation which will also be required
by An Bord Pleandla.

About MCRE

MCRE is a Co. Clare-based renewable energy
development company, which has been
working in the West Clare area since 2006.
Our ambition is to play an active role in
ensuring Co. Clare becomes a national leader
in the production of clean, low carbon energy.

We are delighted to have formed a joint venture
with FuturEnergy Ireland to ensure a strong

Co. Clare involvement in this exciting project,
building on the success of Cahermurphy 1
Wind Farm.

About FuturEnergy Ireland

FuturEnergy Ireland is a leading Irish renewable
energy developer established in 2021 as a stand-
alone joint venture between Coillte and ESB.

The company was formed to maximise

the potential of Ireland’s unique wind and

land resources and to accelerate Ireland’s
transformation to a low carbon energy economy.
FuturEnergy Ireland is targeting the delivery

of 1GW of onshore wind energy, along with
supportive energy storage facilities, by 2030.
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Why onshore
wind?
Climate action

Last month Ireland’s Climate Change Advisory
Council published its Annual Review in which
it reiterated the need for urgent action on
climate change, particularly in relation to
maximising the potential electricity that can
be generated from renewable sources. The
Council emphasised that we cannot sit and
wait for offshore wind farms to be built; we
need to build as many onshore wind farms
as possible to reduce our country’s carbon
emissions and protect our economy.

One of the pillars of Ireland’s climate action
policy is to significantly increase onshore wind
energy, which is critical to achieving our legally
binding emissions reduction targets.

The Climate Action Plan 2023 clearly sets

out an objective to almost double onshore
wind deployments from 4.7GW today to 9GW
by 2030. If we can increase the amount of
renewable energy, this can also support the
electrification of heat and transport.

Accelerating the development of renewable
energy projects is vital to reduce carbon
emissions and slow down the damage that is
already beginning to devastate our planet and
cost many lives.
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Energy security

Ireland is highly dependent on imported
energy, and as such is vulnerable to
international price increases, which are
directly impacted by escalating international
conflicts.

This can have a direct inflationary effect on
our economy, as experienced in 2022 at the
start of the Ukraine War.

EU and national energy policies are seeking
to rapidly ramp up renewable generation
capacity, to reduce our dependance on
imported fossil fuels and support more stable
and affordable long-term energy prices.

Projects such as Cahermurphy West have
the potential to support this strategy and can
improve energy security and reduce costs in
Ireland.

Why this project site?

The proposed site for Cahermurphy West
Wind Farm has been identified as favourable
for wind energy generation. This can be
attributed, in part, to the following:

* The vast majority of the study site has
been identified as a ‘strategic area’
(‘most suitable/ preferred’) for wind
energy generation in the Clare County
Development Plan 2023-2029.

* Good annual average wind speeds in the
study area.

* The scale of the site is such that setback
distances from houses are well in excess
of current national guidelines. The
project team has designed the layout
in accordance with the new Draft Wind
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Energy Development Guidelines 2019 and
commits to a minimum setback of 740
metres between a habitable dwelling and
a proposed turbine location.

* The existence of a network of forestry
roads within the study area which can
be upgraded and used for project
construction. The existence of a good
national and regional road network
around the study aread, enabling easy
access to the site.

¢ County Clare has a well-developed
electricity grid system. The study area is
accessible for connection to the National
Electricity Grid via underground cables to
existing electrical substations.
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The proposed development

The proposed Cahermurphy West Wind
Farm is located on the same site as the
Cahermurphy Il project, which is currently
being considered by An Bord Pleandila.

The site is located to the west of the existing
Cahermurphy 1 Wind Farm, 5km north of
Kilmihil and 4km east of Creagh in Co. Clare.
The study area is shown on Figure 1, denoted
by the red line boundary.

Original assessments were undertaken as
part of the Cahermurphy Il project between
2017 and 2022 which identified the site as
having significant potential for wind farm

Figure 1 Draft turbine layout for Cahermurphy
West Wind Farm.

development, a conclusion also mirrored in
the subsequent Clare County Development
Plan 2023-2029.

Further detailed studies specific to the
Cahermurphy West proposal are ongoing
to inform the final wind farm design.
These include archeology, hydrology, noise,
telecoms, aviation, landscape and visuals,
wind measurement and bird, bat and other
associated ecology surveys. Updates on
these studies will be included in our next
communication as part of our overall
engagement.
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Local benefits

Cahermurphy West has the potential to

bring significant positive benefits to local
communities. The project will support local
employment, it will contribute annual rates

to the local authority, and it will provide a
Community Benefit Fund in line with the
Renewable Electricity Support Scheme (RESS).

RESS is a policy initiative to deliver on the
Government’s Climate Action Plan. An
important feature of RESS is that all projects
must establish a Community Benefit Fund to
be used for the wider environmental, social and
economic wellbeing of the local community.

Those living in closest proximity to the project
should be priority beneficiaries and that

is why some of the fund is designated for
Near Neighbour payments. However, it is
important that broader community benefits
apply as well.

Community Benefit Fund

The Department of Environment, Climate

and Communication (DECC) established the
Renewable Electricity Support Scheme (RESS)

in 2021. Under this scheme all participating
developers must set up a mandatory
Community Benefit Fund for successful projects.

An important cornerstone of the RESS fund

is that the local community participates in all
decisions regarding how the funding should be
used. This places the community at the heart of
the decision-making process and will be key to
the success of the fund.

How much is the fund?

The size of the Community Benefit Fund
is determined by the amount of electricity
generated by the wind farm.

In practice, the fund value is calculated whereby
for each megawatt hour (MWh) of electricity
produced, the project owner contributes €2 into
a community fund for the RESS contract period
i.e., the first 15 years of operation.

Further details on the anticipated power
output and the expected Community Benefit
Fund amount will be shared in the next
communication when the final design is near
completion. As an example, a 50MW wind farm
would contribute approximately €300,000
annually to a Community Benefit Fund for the
first 15 years of operation.

Annual rates contributions

It is anticipated that the proposed
Cahermurphy West Wind Farm will make

a significant financial contribution to

Clare County Council. This would have a
positive impact on the development of local
infrastructure and amenities such as roads,
public lighting, street cleaning, libraries, fire
services, public amenities and employment.




The planning application

If a wind farm is expected to have a capacity
greater than 50MW, An Bord Pleandla must be
consulted to determine whether the project is
a Strategic Infrastructure Development (SID). A
pre-application has been submitted to An Bord
Pleandla to determine if this is the case.

Project timeline

It can take between six and 10 years from
project initiation to operation of a typical wind
farm project. This is due to the sequential
process of obtaining planning permission,
securing a grid connection agreement, the
potential requirement for further planning
permission for the grid connection works,
securing project finance and a contract to sell
the power generated by the project.

The project team will meet with An Bord
Pleandla in the coming months and will
continue to engage following the development
of further design versions of Cahermurphy
West Wind Farm.

If the project is classified as SID, an application
for planning permission must be submitted
directly to An Bord Pleandila.

Please note that sometimes, for reasons
beyond our control, timelines may change.

If this should happen, we will keep the
community informed through letter-drops and
via the project website.

Two dedicated Community Engagement
Officers (CLOs) will be available to answer
guestions from all stakeholders irrespective of
distance to site.

Summer 2024: Next Steps

Project Launch

Newsletter to near neighbours within
2km of the study area and uploaded to
the project website for general access.

Project website goes live:
www.cahermurphywestwindfarm.ie

Two Community Liagison Officers
available to answer any queries.

Information Hub to be held on Thursday
June 27, 6pm-8pm, at Kilmihil Community
Hall, Church St, Kimihil, V15 A448.

Publication of Frequently Asked
Questions on project website.

Environmental and engineering studies
continue throughout the summer.

Autumn 2024

¢ Detailed project brochure distribution
to residents within 2km of study area,
and uploaded to the project website for
general access. This will also contain
updates from studies, photomontages
and a final layout map.

e Virtual Tour goes live on the website,
which will include a full range of
photomontages.

* Sponsored education programme made
available to local schools.

* Detailed environmental and engineering
studies conclude.

* A community clinic to be held locally.

Winter 2024

* Planning application target: December
2024 /early 2025.




The Team

The in-house project team for the proposed Cahermurphy West Wind Farm includes a Project
Manager, Community Engagement Manager and two Community Liaison Officers. The project
team also works with an engineering consultant and in-house specialists in areas such as grid,
ecology, stakeholder management and planning.

From the outset, we commit to carrying out the design process by placing a focus on open, honest
engagement. We have assigned two dedicated Community Liaison Officers (CLOs) to this project,
recognising that conversation with well-informed points of contact is the optimal way to build a
relationship with communities.

Our CLOs will keep the community regularly informed via newsletters, respond to phone calls and
emails, and be available at the Information Hub and community clinic.

We urge you to contact the CLOs with any questions or concerns that you might have. They are
there to help.
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MCRE CEO
Pddraig Howard

As CEO of MCRE, Co. Clare
native Padraig has extensive experience

in all aspects of project management of
construction projects, including renewable
energy developments such as the operating
Cahermurphy 1 Wind Farm and Mount Callan
Wind Farm.

FEIl Project Manager
David Heelan

David has worked in the
renewables and industrial production sectors
throughout Ireland and the UK since 2008 with
a more recent focus on asset management
and performance optimisation. He believes
that our work will deliver tangible benefits to
the Irish energy sector and directly reduce the
country’s reliance on imported and expensive
fossil fuels.

Community Engagement
Manager

Niall Barrett

Niall has a background in community and
youth work. Most recently, he worked as

a Community Liaison Officer on power
transmission projects. Having previously
developed education programmes on
sustainability, Niall is now bringing his expertise
in the non-profit sector to renewable energy.
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Community Liaison Officers

Kevin Donnellan

Kevin has 43 years’ experience

in forestry management. Highlights
include working on Coillte’s dual FSC/PEFC
certification, on biodiversity programmes and
on the EU Life funded blanket bog habitat
restoration project. Kevin has a keen interest
in forest recreation and is looking forward to
building a strong relationship with the local
community in the Knockshanvo area.

Liam Cleary

Liam has in excess of 40 years’
experience in the forest industry
with both the Forest Service and Coillte. During
his time as District Manager for Waterford

and South Tipperary, he was heavily involved
in public consultation and community
engagement on forest management plans
and operations.

Contact Us

We welcome your feedback and engagement.
If you wish to be included in project

updates, please email, phone or subscribe

via the website. All information will be
uploaded onto the project website
www.cahermurphywestwindfarm.ie.

E: cahermurphywest@futurenergyireland.ie
T: Kevin on 087 4315976 or Liam on 087 967 1981

Post: Cahermurphy West Wind Farm,
FuturEnergy Ireland, The Rubicon Centre,
Bishopstown, Cork, T12 Y275
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