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Introduction

The proposed Cahermurphy West Wind Farm
is located 5km north of Kilmihil and 4km east
of Creagh in west Co. Clare.

The wind farm is being developed by
Cahermurphy Wind DAC, a joint venture
between Mid Clare Renewables Limited
(MCRE) and FuturEnergy Ireland.

An earlier design variation, Cahermurphy

[ Wind Farm, remains under review by

An Coimisiun Pleandla. While we believe
Cahermurphy Il, a 10-turbine submission, is
a robust project, there is a risk that it may be
refused planning.

To offset this risk, we are preparing another
planning application for Cahermurphy West,
based on the same site, with an 8-turbine
layout. This redesign considers advances

in technology, grid availability and a more
efficient layout on the site.

If both wind farm proposals receive planning
permission, the joint venture company
Cahermurphy Renewables DAC can confirm
that only one project will be constructed, as
required by An Coimisiun Pleandla.

About the Developers

Cahermurphy Renewables DAC is a joint
venture between MCRE and
FuturEnergy Ireland.

MCRE is a Co. Clare-based renewable

energy development company, which has
been working in West Clare since 2006. The
ambition of MCRE is to play an active role in
ensuring Co. Clare becomes a national leader
in the production of clean, low carbon energy.

The joint venture with FuturEnergy lreland
ensures a strong Co. Clare involvement in this
exciting project, building on the success of
Cahermurphy 1 Wind Farm.

FuturEnergy Ireland is a leading Irish wind
developer established in 2021 as a stand-
alone joint venture between Coillte and the
ESB. The company was formed with an aim to
maximise the potential of Ireland’s unique wind
and land resources and accelerate Ireland’s
transformation to a low carbon energy
economy.

FuturEnergy Ireland is targeting the delivery

of 1GW of renewable energy by 2030

through the development of high quality,
carefully considered onshore wind and

battery storage projects. This would power

an estimated 730,000 homes annually and
make a significant contribution to Ireland’s
commitment to produce 80% of electricity from
renewable sources by the end of this decade.

Photomontage view of the proposed turbines and existing turbines looking southwest across Doo Lough

Existing Cahermurphy Wind Farm

Proposed Cahermurphy




The Project Team

The team directly involved in the proposed
Cahermurphy West Wind Farm includes

two Project Managers, David Heelan from
FuturEnergy Ireland and Padraig Howard
from MCRE, Community Engagement
Manager Niall Barrett and two Community
Liaison Officers (CLOs), Kevin Donnellan and
Liam Cleary, as well as several specialists

in the areas of ecology, grid, wind resource,
planning and more.

MKO, the planning and environmental
consultancy, is preparing the planning
application and Environmental Impact
Assessment Report (EIAR) on behalf of MCRE
and FuturEnergy Ireland.

MKO is Ireland’s largest planning and
environmental consultancy. A team of
more than 200 experienced professionals
work across the planning, environmental,
ecology and related fields. MKO delivers
challenging and complex projects for their
clients and has an unrivalled track record of
success. MKO has been the lead consultant
in securing planning permission, including
the completion of EIARs and Natura

Impact Statement (NIS) assessments, for
approximately 1 GW of renewable energy
projects to date.

FuturEnellt‘if,j‘"yd MCRt

This brochure has been prepared to:

- Describe the constraints-led design
process, which explains how the wind
farm layout has evolved.

- Present the final turbine layout that
will be submitted with the planning
application.

- Outline the many ways in which this
project could bring positive benefit to the
local area.

- Introduce the topics that will be covered
in the Environmental Impact Assessment
Report.

- Explain the planning system and how to
engage with the process.

- Provide details of the next steps for the
project.

All information on the Cahermurphy West project to

date, including a downloadable copy of this brochure, is
available at
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The Context

Our planet is warming at a dangerous rate.
The World Meteorological Organisation has
confirmed that 2024 was the hottest year
ever recorded globally, with temperatures
surpassing 1.5C above pre-industrial levels.
Greenhouse gases, ocean temperature, sea

levels and glacier loss reached all-time highs.

The report revealed that droughts, wildfires,
floods and other extreme weather events
caused food crises, economic upheaval, and
displaced more than 800,000 people.

Earlier this year, we saw close to home

the devastating impacts of extreme
wedather events when Storm Eowyn brought
widespread chaos across the country.

According to the Environmental Protection
Agency, Ireland will fall far short of
meeting its climate targets. The country is
predicted to achieve only a reduction of
29% in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030
compared with the national target of 51%.

Urgent action is needed. A key pillar of this
will be an increase in renewable energy to
replace the oil, gas and coal that we burn to
produce electricity.

Renewable energy generation is central to
the Government’s energy policy, which is

In 2024, Ireland’s onshore wind energy
capacity reached just over 5,000 MW.
The Climate Action Plan (2023) aims to
increase onshore wind energy capacity
to 9,000 MW by 2030

targeting 80% of electricity from renewable
sources by 2030. The Government is
committed to rapid decarbonisation of the
energy sector and its goal is to achieve net
zero emissions by 2050.

In 2024, Ireland’s onshore wind energy
capacity reached just over 5,000 MW. The
Climate Action Plan (2023) aims to increase
onshore wind energy capacity to 9,000 MW
by 2030.

The further development of renewable
energy sources will also improve Ireland’s
energy security. Energy security is vulnerable
to international price increases, which have
been exacerbated by global shocks such as
the conflict in Ukraine. This in turn has had
an unprecedented inflationary effect across
our economy.

EU and national energy policies are seeking
to rapidly ramp up renewable generation
capacity to reduce our dependence on
imported fossil fuels and support more
stable and affordable long-term energy
prices.

Cahermurphy West Wind Farm is being
proposed, in part, as a response to these
challenges.




Why onshore wind?

As Ireland’s largest and cheapest renewable
electricity resource, wind energy accounted
for 32% of all electricity generated in

Ireland in 2024. In total, wind energy
produced 13.258 gigawatt hours (GWh) of
electricity last year, which is equivalent to
the electricity consumption of almost three
million Irish families.

Onshore wind energy is a clean fuel source.
Unlike power plants that burn fossil fuels,
wind turbines do not produce atmospheric
emissions that cause greenhouse gases.
Wind is a free, inexhaustible natural
resource, available in abundance in Ireland.

As an operating wind farm occupies a
relatively small proportion of an overall site
area — approximately a 3% footprint —
many other land uses can co-exist such as
commercial forestry, farming, recreation and
biodiversity management.

Other renewable energy technologies such
as offshore wind and solar are also required
to meet national renewable energy targets.
As well as increasing onshore wind capacity
to 9 GW, the Climate Action Plan calls for 8
GW of grid-scale solar and more than 7 GW
of offshore renewable energy by 2030.
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Why this project?

The proposed Cahermurphy West Wind
Farm is located in west Co. Clare. The
land parcel extends to approximately 644
hectares, of which a significant area is an
operational commercial forest owned by
Coillte. The remaining land is third-party
property. The suitability of the site can be
attributed, in part, to the following:

* The location of proposed turbines
will meet required setback
distances from residential houses
laid out in the Draft Revised Wind
Energy Development Guidelines
2019.

* The proposed turbines are wholly
located within an area designated
primarily as a ‘Strategic Area’ for
wind farm development as outlined
in the Clare County Council
Renewable Energy Strategy.

* The site is not located within a
designated Natura 2000 site. It
is not within a Special Area of
Conservation (SAC) or a Special
Protection Area (SPA).

* There are good annual average
wind speeds in the area.

* Thereis alimited network of
forestry and farm roads within the
site that can be upgraded and
utilised for the wind farm.

* The majority of the land use on the
site can continue and co-exist with
a wind farm.

Our commitment to you

From the outset, the Cahermurphy West
project team has placed a strong focus

on open communication. Throughout our
engagement, we have actively encouraged
the community to contact Community
Liaison Officers Kevin Donnellan and Liom
Cleary whose mobile numbers and emaiil
address are on all correspondence along
with the website details.

Engagement with the community started in
June 2024 when the team hand-delivered an
introductory newsletter to houses within 2km
of the proposed study area.

This was followed by an invitation to an
open information evening held in Kilmihil
Community Centre on June 27, 2024. The
informal, drop-in style format was designed
to encourage people to meet the team, view
the draft turbine layout and raise questions
or concerns.

In general, our approach has been to focus
on those living closest to the site (up to 2km)
and the CLOs have maintained a presence
here to allow for questions and concerns to
be discussed.
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A dedicated project website

went live when
the project launched in June 2024.
This website contains all project information
and updates, and a detailed Fact File.

Throughout the engagement process, the
CLOs have been keeping local interest
groups from the wider community and local
elected representatives up to date. This level
of commitment will continue as the project
progresses.

Photomontage view of proposed turbines from the Cahermurphy to Creagh road

West Wind Farm EL

Existing Cahermurphy Wind Farm -




Cahermurphy West Wind Farm

A Contraints-led Design Approach

Constraints-led design is a commonly used
best-practice approach employed in wind farm
design. Using this method, the design team
identifies environmental sensitivities within the
project study area with a view to pinpointing
suitable locations for wind turbines. The result is
known as the ‘developable ared’.

The Cahermurphy West site study

area was chosen based on its viability
in terms of wind resource, distance to
housing, planning policy, environmental
and ecological sensitivities, and the
availability of grid connection. Figure 1
shows the initial study area, which was

Figure 1 Initial Project Study Area

informed using these parameters.

The design and layout of the proposed
Cahermurphy West Wind Farm follows
the recommendations set out in the Wind
Energy Development Guidelines (WEGs
2006, Department of the Environment,
Heritage and Local Government) and the
Draft Revised Wind Energy Development
Guidelines 2019 (Draft WEGs 2019).

The 2006 WEGs are the subject of a targeted
review by the Department. The Draft WEGs
2019 outline proposed changes to the
management standards associated with
onshore wind energy developments.

Map Legend
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Gathering information Applying setback buffers

The first step is gathering information through The constraints mapping process involves
detailed desk-based assessments, field placing buffers around constraints to identify
surveys and consultation. Key environmentally the areas within which no development works

sensitive features (also known as sensitive will take place.

receptors) are mapped, which include:
The following constraints and buffers apply to

* Private dwellings Cahermurphy West Wind Farm:

* Protected sites such as Special Areas

* Residential dwellings (adheres to the 4 x
of Conservation, Special Protection

i tip-height separation distance required in
Areas or Natural Heritage Areas the Draft WEGs 2019)

* Hydrological features such as rivers
and streams

* Rivers and streams plus 50 metre buffer

) * Recorded archaeological sites and
* Areas prone to flooding monuments plus 50 metre buffer

* Sensitive ecological habitats * Designated sites plus 200 metre setback

* Known nesting sites of protected buffer

bird species * Telecommunications buffer plus

» Steep terrain or areas that may be operator-specific buffer

potentially susceptible to landslides « Existing wind turbines buffer

* Designated sensitive views or
scenic routes

* Places of archaeological or cultural
heritage significance

The proposed Cahermurphy West
Wind Farm has been designed

to align with the Wind Energy
Development Guidelines (WEGs)
2006 and the Draft WEGs 2019

1
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In the case of Cahermurphy West Wind Farm,
the setback buffer applied from dwellings is
740 metres. This meets the requirements of
both the current WEGs and the draft WEGs.
Figure 2 (below left) shows how the property
setback buffer affects the developable area.

As the map shows with the areas highlighted
in pink, this design constraint has removed a
significant portion of land from consideration.

Environmental sensitivities dictate a
large proportion of design constraints.
Additionally setback buffers are applied to

Figure 2 Setback buffer from dwellings applied (pink areas)
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existing roads, high voltage electrical lines, topography and indicates potential visual
telecommunication links and public roads. impact at these locations.

Figure 3 (below right) shows the setback
buffers applied to rivers and streams,
designated sites, telecommunication links
and recorded archaeological sites near the
proposed Cahermurphy West Wind Farm.

From this information 3D models and
photomontages are prepared to further
inform the wind farm layout and to optimise
turbine positioning to limit turbine visibility
from key viewpoints.

There are further constraints associated

with landscape and visuals including the
reverse zone of theoretical visibility (ZTV) from
viewpoints. This technique allows the team to
see where particular wind turbines (or parts
of them) may be visible based on ground

Figure 3 Setback buffers from identified constraints
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Mapping the developable area

When all the constraints are layered on top
of one another, the true area available for
wind energy development begins to become
apparent. As you will seeg, this is significantly
smaller than the original study area.

Following the application of all known
constraints, the developable area is mapped.
Figure 4 (below left) shows the area in which
wind turbines can now be sited. After placing
wind turbines within the developable areq,
allowing for the required spacing between

them, the resulting layout forms the first design

version of the wind farm Figure 5 (below right).

Other elements of the wind farm design can
now commence such as onsite access tracks,

crane hard standings, the onsite substation and

temporary compounds.

New constraints are added following more
detailed environmental studies field surveys
which may change the developable area as
the project progresses. This approach is also
applied to the location of other wind farm
infrastructure.

A full suite of photomontages will be available

at the Cahermurphy West Community Clinic

Figure 4 Development site study area (green) and potential developable areas (pink)

14
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and online in our Virtual Exhibition, which
will be linked to the project website www.
cahermurphywestwindfarm.ie.

The final turbine layout, overleaf, Figure 6,
represents the layout that will be submitted
for planning permission any late changes
notwithstanding.

Figure 5 Developable area with turbine layout
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Figure 6 Final turbine layout
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The Proposed Development

The proposed project will consist of the

following:

Erection of eight turbines, each capable
of generating 7 MW, with an overall
ground-to-blade tip height of between
180 metres and 185 metres. The
candidate wind turbines will have a rotor
diameter of between 149 metres and 163
metres and a hub height of between 98.5
metres and 110.5 metres.

Construction of site access roads,
crane hardstand areas and turbine
foundations.

Improvement of existing site entrances
and local road network.

Improvements and temporary

modifications to existing public road
infrastructure to facilitate delivery of
abnormal loads and turbine delivery.

Two temporary construction compounds
with associated temporary site offices,
parking and security fencing.

All associated underground electrical
and communications cabling connecting
the wind turbines to the substation.

Photomontage of the proposed project alongside existing turbines, viewed
from the R484 looking northeast from the Creagh-Kilmihil road

18




Installation of one permanent
meteorological mast up to a height of
approximately 100 metres.

Development of two on-site borrow pits.

Construction of internal site access
roads and upgrade of existing site
roads, to include passing bays and all
associated drainage.

Development of a site drainage network.

Construction of one permanent 110 kV
electrical substation.

Existing Cahermurphy Wind Farm

|'-uturEne'F°g';“§}I MCR

Upgrade works on the turbine delivery
route from Shannon Foynes Port.

Ancillary forestry felling to facilitate
construction and operation of the
development and any on-site forestry
replanting.

Works related to the installation of
Biodiversity Enhancement Areas
including tree felling, vegetation and
seed crop planting, fencing, hedgerow
reinstatement, drain blocking and other
associated farmland management
activities.

Existing Letteragh/Kilmaley Wind Farm

Existing Booltiagh Wind Farm

'Existing Glenmore Wind Farm

—

e e e
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The Grid Connection

To ensure the power generated by the wind
farm feeds into the national grid, a physical
connection is required between the proposed
Cahermurphy West Wind Farm substation and
the existing 110kV substation in ESB Moneypoint,
approximately 25.1km from the proposed
development, see Figure 7.

The grid connection falls under a different part
of the Planning and Development Act s182A,
therefore this will be a separate application to

Figure 7 The proposed grid connection route

An Coimisiin Pleandla to the wind farm which
will be submitted under s37A.

The majority of the grid connection route
(24.5km) is located in the public road corridor.
Of this, 24.2km is proposed within the local
roads network and the remaining 300 metres

is proposed along the N67. The cable will be
installed in a similar manner to existing utilities in
the area such as other high voltage cabling and
water mains.
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Along the proposed grid connection route there
are a number of watercourses and culverts
which will be crossed using various methods
aimed at avoiding in-stream works where
possible. At locations where there is insufficient
deck depth at a bridge, it is proposed to cross
these watercourses using horizontal directional
drilling (HDD).

HDD is a method of drilling under obstacles such
as bridges, railways and watercourses in order
to install cable ducts underneath. This method
is employed where installing the ducts using

standard methods is not possible. At bridges

MCR

where there is sufficient depth, it is proposed
that the cable will be located within the deck of
the bridge. At existing culverts, the watercourse
will be crossed using open trenching with either
an undercrossing or an overcrossing depending
on the depth of the culvert.

If this project receives a planning consent,
the project team will work closely with Clare
County Council to ensure compliance with
planning conditions. A comprehensive traffic
management plan will be followed and local
access will be maintained for residents and
regular road users.



Lasting Benefits to the Community

Cahermurphy West Wind Farm is more than just a
renewable energy project - it's an opportunity to create
positive lasting change for the local community. By
supporting local employment, contributing annual rates
to the local authority and establishing a Community
Benefit Fund, the proposed project would provide
meaningful support where it matters most.

The Renewable Electricity Support Scheme (RESS) is

a key initiative in the Government’s Climate Action
Plan. Every RESS-supported project is required to give
back through a Community Benefit Fund. This fund

is designed to enhance the environmental social and
economic welllbeing of the local area, ensuring that the
community thrives alongside the development.

We believe that those living closest to the project should
see direct benefits which is why a portion of the fund

is allocated to Near Neighbour payments. At the same
time, we are committed to ensuring that the wider
community also gains from this initiative, fostering a
stronger more vibrant local area for everyone.

22

Together we can harness the power of renewable
energy to support jobs, strengthen our community and
build a more sustainable future.
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What will the Community Benefit Fund look like?

In July 2021 the Department of Environment alternative route to market other than RESS,
Climate and Communications published the project developers pledge to match these
the Government’s ‘Good Practice Principles contributions.

for Community Benefit Funds’ under the

Renewable Electricity Support Scheme (RESS). Cahermurphy West Wind Farm has the

potential to produce up to 147000 MWh of

Under RESS, communities will be at the heart clean electricity a year. This means that

of the decision-making process, which gives the project could contribute approximately
them the opportunity to develop a strategy to €294,000 per annum to the Community
maximise their own Community Benefit Fund. Benefit Fund for the first 15 years of its

One focus of the funds is to support local operational life.

initiatives that align with the UN Sustainable
Development Goals, such as home and
community hall retrofits, pollinator farms,
cycle paths, educational scholarships and
sports club activities.

Over the lifetime of Cahermurphy West Wind
Farm the Community Benefit Fund will be in
the order of €4 million.

The scheme mandates all RESS projects to

establish a Community Benefit Fund worth .
€2 per MWh (megawatt hour) of generated Cahermurphy West Wind Farm

electricity for any future wind farm. Therefore would contribute €294,000 per

the project owners are required to contribute 9 q
Prel red . annum to a Community Benefit Fund
€2 per MWh annually into a community fund

for the RESS contract period i.e. the first 15

years of operation. If the project seeks an

Over the wind farm’s
operational lifetime, the
Community Benefit Fund

would be approximately 2 ~ i LOUGH REE
€4 million o p— : SEARCH & RESCUE
' Sliabh Bawn 2

Power

087 9624/ Tl e
(  Stiabh Bawn Wind Farm

Community Benefit Fund

m W




Cahermurphy West Wind Farm

What can the fund be used for?

In May 2025, the Government produced an
update Rulebook for Community Benefit
Funds under RESS. Guidelines regarding the
distribution of funds include the following:

* The payment to all households within 1
km of a turbine is set out as a mandated
fixed annual payment of €1,000.

* Households located further than 1km
from the RESS Project but within a
distance of 2 km from the RESS Project
shall receive an annual payment of an
amount lower than €1,000 but higher
than €500. The amount of this payment
will be calculated using a formula, and
rounded to the nearest euro.

* The RESS Terms and Conditions require
a minimum of 40% of Funds to initiatives
where the primary focus is the promotion
of the delivery of the UN Sustainable
Development Goals successful in an

open application process, as proposed
by enterprises, clubs and societies,
and similar not-for-profit community
enterprises.

Up to 10% of the value of the Fund

over the entire period in which the
RESS Project is required to maintain
the Community Benefit Fund may be
used to cover administration costs.
Notwithstanding the above, for the first
year following the establishment of the
Community Benefit Fund, a maximum
of 20% of the annual Community Benefit
Fund contribution may be spent on
administration.

Sliabh Bawn Ax

FOWer

Sliabh Bawn Wind Farm
Community Benefit Fund

24



One particular focus of the funds is to support local initiatives
that align with the UN Sustainable Development Goals such as

home and community hall retrofits, pollinator farms, cycle paths,
educational scholarships and sports club activities.

How the fund works

Should Cahermurphy West Wind Farm
receive a positive planning outcome, it is
envisaged that the project team and the

local community will work together to create

a local Fund Committee that would design
the Cahermurphy West Wind Farm Benefit
Fund. This local group will make decisions on
funding allocations and with the assistance of

an administrator manage the fund, ensuring
transparency and good governance.

Further details can be found at:
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/
Rulebook_for_CBFs_under_RESS_branded.pdf

or on the project update section of:
www.cahermurphywestwindfarm.ie.
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Environmental benefits

The proposed development will have an
estimated installed capacity of up to 57

MW. Over the 35-year lifetime of the project,
approximately 1 million tonnes of carbon
dioxide (CO2) are expected to be offset
compared to traditional electricity generation.
The proposed Cahermurphy West Wind Farm
will have the capacity to provide enough
electricity to power approximately 4,0000
homes in Co. Clare annually.

During construction and turbine manufacture,
some carbon is lost to the atmosphere, but
this is anticipated to be offset by the wind
farm itself within 18 months to 3 years of
operation. These details will be provided

in the Environmental Impact Assessment
Report which will include a detailed carbon
calculation.

The proposed Cahermurphy West Wind Farm would
have the capacity to provide enough electricity to power
approximately 40,000 homes in Co. Clare annuailly.

26
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Employment opportunities Council rate contributions

The proposed development would bring Under current guidelines, it is estimated
employment opportunities. At peak that Clare County Council will receive a
construction, up to 90 people would be contribution of approximately €550,000 in
directly employed, while three or four long- annual rates from Cahermurphy West Wind
term technical employees are also required Farm over the 35-year lifetime. This will have
to run the wind farm. Demand for a wide a positive impact on local infrastructure and
range of products and services would create amenities such as roads, public lighting,
indirect employment. libraries and fire services.
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The Environmental Impact

Assessment Report

The Environmental Impact Assessment
Report (EIAR) that accompanies the planning
application will focus on the areas outlined
here. MKO is compiling the EIAR with the input
of other specialist consultants.

Introduction
Background to the Proposed
Development

Consideration of Reasonable
Alternatives

Description of the Proposed
Development

Population and Human Health
Biodiversity

Ornithology

Land, Soils & Geology
Hydrology and Hydrogeology
Air

Climate

Noise and Vibration
Landscape and Visual
Cultural Heritage

Material Assets (including Traffic
& Transport, Telecommunications,
Aviation & Utilities)

Major Accidents and Natural
Disasters

Interaction of the Foregoing

Schedule of Mitigation

Below please find an introduction to some of
the EIAR chapters that may be of interest. More
information will be available in the full EIAR that
accompanies the planning application.

28

Biodiversity

Detailed desktop and site-based biodiversity
surveys were completed on the proposed
development site, grid connection and turbine
delivery routes, and the habitat enhancement
areas. These surveys were undertaken within
the recognised optimum period for vegetation
surveys/habitat mapping, i.e. April to
September (Smith et al., 2011).

The walkover surveys were also designed

to detect the presence, or likely presence,

of a range of protected species. The survey
included a search for mammal signs (bats,
badger, red squirrel etc.) and areas of suitable
habitat to support these species; potential
features likely to be of significance to bats;
and additional habitat features for the full
range of other protected species likely to occur
in the vicinity. Bird species observed during the
multi-disciplinary surveys were also recorded.

Forestry habitats dominate the maijority of

the wind farm site, typically categorised as
conifer plantation and presented as various
ages, including clear-felled areas, semi-mature
ond mature stands, and immature pre-thicket
areas of both first and second rotation. The
remaining non-conifer planted parts of the site
are categorised by wet grassland, gorse or
bramble scrub and degraded blanket bog.

The grid connection for the proposed
Cahermurphy West Wind Farm is
predominantly located within existing public
road infrastructure. It would be laid within the
road to the south of the wind farm site and
continue south to Moneypoint.

No bat roosts were identified within the site.
Studies recorded low levels of badger activity,



but with no badger setts recorded. There

was no evidence of badgers recorded along
the proposed grid connection route. No otter
breeding or resting sites were recorded within
the proposed site during the dedicated surveys.

Ornithology

Based on the detailed ornithological
assessment completed to inform the EIAR,
which included summer and winter bird
surveys from 2018 to 2024, it is considered
that the potential effects of the proposed
development on birds will not be significant.

A Habitat Enhancement Plan has

been proposed for hen harrier, and its
implementation will result in long-term positive
impacts on key ornithological receptors within
the study area. The implementation of the
prescribed enhancement and mitigation
measures will render any potential effects

on avian receptors to low significance. Such
measures include the permanent felling of
577ha of commercial forestry and the planned
restoration of the underlying peatland, which
ensures the ongoing (permanent) availability
of optimal foraging, nesting and roosting
habitat locally.

No significant effects as a result of the
proposed development are foreseen on key
ornithological receptors of the study area
at any stage of construction, operation

or decommissioning, either in isolation or
cumulatively with surrounding wind farms.

Hydrology and Hydrogeology

The proposed development site lies within
two Water Framework Directive Catchments,
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the Shannon Estuary North catchment and

the Mal Bay catchment. Desktop constraints
studies have been carried out along with an
initial hydrological/hydrogeological constraints
identification site walkover. Surface water field
hydrochemistry sampling was carried out across
the proposed development site.

Geology and Soils

The geology of the proposed site comprises
peat and silty clay. A comprehensive

and robust Geotechnical & Peat Stability
Assessment was undertaken and was used to
inform the design process including the siting
of all proposed main infrastructure locations
and drainage control measures.

Further surveys undertaken at the site include
peat shear strength testing, identifying areas
with low/medium/high risk of peat instability,
cut and fill calculations, peat and spoil
management assessment, logging of trial pit
and borehole investigations and identification
of borrow pit locations.

The findings of the site investigations

and walkovers together with the detailed
assessments will be presented in the Land, Soils
& Geology Chapter of the EIAR.

Noise

When considering a wind farm development,
the potential noise and vibration effects on the
surroundings must be considered for each of
two distinct stages: the short-term construction
phase and the longer-term operational phases.

AWN Consulting Limited conducted a noise and
vibration impact assessment on the proposed
development. The consultant surveyed existing



or background noise climate at locations
representative of the nearest noise sensitive
properties and typical background noise for
day and night periods at various wind speeds.

Noise and vibration impact assessments

have been prepared for the construction,
operational and decommissioning phases, the
findings of which have shown the proposed
Cahermurphy West Wind Farm will not result
in excessive noise within the local area and will
operate within the parameters of any planning
conditions issued by An Bord Pleandila.

Landscape & Visual

The LVIA chapter for the proposed Cahermurphy
West Wind Farm will comprise details of:

« Visibility of the Proposed Development
+ Landscape Baseline

« Visual Baseline

«  Cumulative Context

« Likely and Significant Effects - outlining
the assessment of landscape, visual and
cumulative effects

A 25km LVIA Study Area has been selected in line
with national guidance while considering the
proximity of the designated Burren and Cliffs of
Moher UNESCO Geopark, located approximately
23km from the nearest proposed turbine. The
study area will captures potential effects on key
and designated landscapes including Co. Clare’s
Wind Energy Strategy, Landscape Character
Areas, and Heritage Landscapes within the Clare
County Development Plan 2023-2029.
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Tools to aid with LVIA Assessment methods
include Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV)
mapping, Route Screening Analysis (5km road
network), site visits and fieldwork, and 15 high-
quality verified photomontages.

ZTV mapping assumes a ‘bare-ground’ worst-
case scenario, while on-site fieldwork and

the Route Screening Analysis ensure that

actual visibility is accurately represented.
Photomontages illustrate how the wind farm

will appear in the receiving landscape and

also show cumulative effects with existing and
permitted turbines. When complete, these will be
available to view on the Virtual Exhibition and at
the Community Clinics.

The following key and designated sensitive visual
receptors will be assessed and discussed within
the LVIA chapter:

« Designated scenic routes and views in the
Clare County Development Plan 2023-2029

« The Wild Atlantic Way

« Recreational routes including the Eurovelo
cycling route

« Major and local transport routes

« Residential receptors within close proximity to
the proposed development

Cumulative landscape and visual effects

occur when the proposed wind farm is seen in
combination with other existing, permitted, or
proposed developments. The LVIA will assess
these effects using best practice guidance,
focusing on how multiple wind farms may
collectively alter the character of the landscape



or impact visual receptors. Photomontages will
be used to illustrate views showing the proposed
turbines alongside other wind farms to clearly
demonstrate the extent of cumulative visibility.

Archaeology and Cultural
Heritage

Cultural heritage includes archaeology,
architectural heritage and any other tangible
assets. The assessment completed to inform
the project design and EIAR was based on a
desktop review of cultural heritage data and a
comprehensive programme of field walking.
The assessments included the visual effect

of the proposed development on any newly
discovered monuments/sites of significance as
well as known recorded monuments.

The wind farm layout was designed
sympathetically to the known cultural heritage
features that exist on the site. Every effort

was made to ensure that the development
proposal would have the minimum impact
possible by placing turbines, access roads and
grid connection in areas which have no above
ground archaeological, architectural or cultural
heritage features.

The project team consulted extensively during
the design process to ensure every effort was
made to minimise potential archaeological and
cultural heritage impacts.

It is concluded that the proposed wind energy

development will not have a significant effect on

archaeology and cultural heritage.

Telecommunications, Mobile
and Television

As part of the EIAR scoping and consultation
exercise, MKO contacted the relevant national
and regional broadcasters, fixed and mobile
telephone operators, aviation authorities and
other relevant consultees.
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Consultation was also carried out with
ComReg to identify any other licensed
operators in the vicinity of the proposed
development to be contacted. The wind
farm layout is designed to avoid impacts to
these links.

Traffic and Transport

This chapter of the EIAR assesses the traffic
movements that would be generated
during the construction, operational and
decommissioning phases of the proposed
Cahermurphy West Wind Farm.

For developments of this nature, the
construction phase is the critical period with
respect to the traffic effects experienced on
the surrounding road network, in terms of

both additional traffic volumes on the road
network, and the geometric requirements of
the abnormally large loads associated with the
delivery of wind turbine components.

The requirements of the additional traffic and
abnormal sized loads generated during the
construction stage are assessed on both the
external road network and at the junctions that
will provide access to the site.

Environmental Impact
Assessment Scoping and
Consultation

An Environmental Impact Assessment scoping
process was completed and will be made
available on the project website. More than
50 organisations were consulted including
Clare County Council and the Environmental
Protection Agency.
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The Planning Process

The planning application will be submitted
directly to An Coimisiun Pleandla by the
project company, Cahermurphy Renewables
DAC. This is the regulatory process when a
project is of sufficient scale to be deemed
Strategic Infrastructure Development (SID)
i.e., with a capacity greater than 50 MW.

During the project design and environmental
assessment, consultation was carried out
with An Coimisiun Pleandla and the local
planning authority, Clare County Council, to
discuss the project. The planning application
will be supported by an Environmental Impact
Assessment Report (EIAR) and a Natura
Impact Statement (NIS).

When the EIAR is complete, FuturEnergy
Ireland and MCRE will be ready to submit a
planning application to An Bord Pleandila for
the proposed Cahermurphy West Wind Farm.
A concurrent but separate application will be
submitted to An Coimisiun Pleandla for the

grid connection from the wind farm site to
ESB Moneypoint.

It is anticipated that these applications will
be submitted in Q3 2025.

The intention to submit the applications
will be advertised in local newspapers and
notices will be erected at the site.

When all documentation has been received
and validated by An Coimisiun Pleandila, the
full wind farm planning documentation will
be uploaded and available to view at:
www.www.cahermurphywestplanning.ie

The planning documents will also be
available on An Coimisiun Pleandla’s website
www.pleanala.ie. The EIAR will be available
for viewing at the offices of An Coimisiun
Pleandla and Clare County Council.

Photomontage of proposed turbines from Knocknahila Cross

Existing Glenmore Wind Farm

rmurphy Wind Farm
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How can you engage with the planning process?

There is a useful Frequently Asked Questions section on An Coimisiun
Pleandla’s website at https:

that provides guidance on public
participation. Any person or body may make submissions on the
project while the documents are available for viewing after the
application has been submitted.

NVest Wind Farm
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Next Steps

Our Community Liaison Officers Kevin and Liam are
available to speak one-to-one with local stakeholders.
We actively encourage you to contact them.

Meet the Cahermurphy West project team at a
Community Engagement Clinic. We will notify you
when a location and date have been confirmed.

Log on to the Virtual Tour which includes
photomontages of the proposed project
from different viewpoints and further
information collated from the Environmental
Impact Assessment Report. We will notify
you when this becomes available at www.
cahermurphywestwindfarm.ie

When the Environmental Impact Assessment
Report is complete, Cahermurphy Renewables
DAC will be ready to submit a planning
application to An Bord Pleandla for the proposed
wind farm. It is anticipated that this will be
submitted in Q3 2025. The intention to submit the
application will be advertised in local newspapers
and notices will be erected at the site.

When all documentation has been received and
validated by An Bord Pleandla, the full planning
application and accompanying documents will
be uploaded and available at
www.cahermurphywestplanning.ie
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Contact Us

We encourage and welcome your input and
comments. Please get in touch either by phone,
e-mail or post:

Call: Community Liaison Officers
Kevin Donnellan on 087 4315976 or
Liam Cleary on 087 967 1981

E-mail: Cahermurphywest@futurenergyireland.ie

Post: Cahermurphy West Wind Farm,
27/28 Herbert Place, Dublin 2 D02 DC97
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www.cahermurphywestwindfarm.ie



